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Life Conservation and National Security 


HE very favorable health 
conditions which now prevail 
among the American people 
constitute a vital instrument in the 
maintenance of our national secu- 
rity. Thanks to the remarkable 
advances in the fields of medicine 
and public health, large reductions 
have been effected in disabling ill- 
ness and premature death among 
those who carry on the industrial 
and the defense activities of the 
country. 

Recent legislation to draft for 
military duty men at ages 19 to 25 
has focussed national attention on 
that group. It is an arresting fact 
that more than 160,000 of the men 
at these ages are now alive because 
of the decline in mortality in the 
course of their lifetime. This num- 
ber is the dividend of manpower 
available for the country’s first line 
of defense as a result of the rise in 
survival rates from those which pre- 
vailed at the time these men were 
born to the rates which they actually 
experienced. The improvement in 
mortality thus provides a consider- 
able proportion of the men expected 
to be called for duty during the first 
year of the draft. 

Almost all the leading causes of 


death in early adult life have re- 
corded a marked decline in the past 
quarter of a century. This is clearly 
evident from the table on page 2, 
which is based upon the experience 
among white males insured in the 
Industrial Department of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company; 
the table includes, in addition to the 
figures for ages 20 to 24, compara- 
tive data for ages 25 to 34 and 35 
to 44, because men in the latter age 
groups constitute an important part 
of the bulwark of our national pro- 
duction and defense. 

Outstanding is the record for 
tuberculosis, the death rate from 
which has dropped 90 percent in 
the past 25 years among young men 
in this experience. The rate at 20 
to 24 years-tumbled from 140.6 per 
100,000 in 1922 to 13.6 in 1947; 
the declines in the next 10-year age 
periods were also very large— 
85 percent and 72 percent, respec- 
tively. Whereas tuberculosis in the 
years following World War I was 
still the leading cause of death 
among men at every age period be- 
tween 20 and 44, by 1947 the dis- 
ease was a poor third among white 
men in this broad age group, having 
dropped below accidents and the 
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DeEaTH RATES PER 100,000 From Spéci¢igo Causes AMONG WHITE MALEs AGEs 20 To it 
44 Years. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, WEEKLY PREMIUM- - 
Payinc INDUSTRIAL BusINEss. 1947 AND 1922 COMPARED t 
1 
Aces 20-24 Acxs 25-34 Acrs 35-44 Si 
CAUSE OF DEATH I 

1947 | 1922 |Efrcene! 1947 | 1922 |Channe| 1947 | 1922 oS teen tl 
| oe — _————- ew f1 
et IAM cea cravisait acscerevivinie smokers 167.9 |403.1| — 58 |205.4 |523.4| — 61 |480.7 |894.3 | — 46 e 
art CARE eo A 

Tuberculosis—all forms.............. 13.6 |140.6 | — 90 | 25.4 |167.8| — 85 | 57.5 |205.5| — 72 
Accidents—all forms................ 81.0| 80.7| * | 65.8] 80.3|— 18 | 65.2|102.9| — 37 ™ 
Cardiovascular-renal diseases......... 16.6 | 36.7| — 55 | 33.4] 59.0) — 43 |166.3 |167.6]— 1 di 
Pneumonia and influenza............ 3.3| 30.1!— 89 | 6.0] 52.1] — 88} 13.9/103.9| — 87 2 

UNMIS EIRORIN 6.5: loca, oi8 0 ss: Sonar K si 2.8| 17.2] — 84] 2.1] 17.2] — 88] 2.1] 17.6] — 88 
URE ee rt ct ACO tea a oer 6.7| 10.7] — 37 | 12.6] 15.7} — 20 | 22.1] 25.3) — 13 at 

Typhoid and paratyphoid fever........} — | 9.7|—100| — | 6.7; —100 .2| 4.6) — 96 
rots cs cults syn tan ons 3.7| 7.4|—50| 5.3] 13.2|— 60} 5.4| 10.9] — 50 o 
Diabetes mellitus................... 15} 61)/— 75] 1.5] 7.5|—80| 6.7; 9.2|— 27 la: 

Cancer, Hodgkin’s disease and 

ie ERE 9.9| 5.6|+ 77 | 19.6| 13.1]+ 50 | 48.3] 40.0}+ 21 §4a 
Uleers of the stomach and duodenum. . 3] 1.9|— 84] 2.9] 6.4] — 55] 11.6] 18.6] — 38 sy 
Cirrhosis of the liver................ 5 — 38 3] 17)+ 35] 149) 7.1)+110 “a 
*Increase of less than 0.5 percent. th 
an 

cardiovascular-renal diseases. Prog- in the treatment of the pneumonias. 
ress in controlling tuberculosis is of The future, moreover, holds promise ea: 
special significance in relation to the of further gains. There. is good im 
nation’s security, inasmuch as the reason to expect that vaccines now inc 
disease attacks many of its victims being improved will have a bene- 24 
at the young adult ages. The ficial effect in preventing wide- pre 


routine use of modern diagnostic 
methods in the physical examina- 
tion of draftees will undoubtedly 
disclose a considerable number of 
early active lesions which can be 


spread outbreaks both of influenza 
and pneumonia. 

Striking success has also attended 
the efforts to eradicate typhoid 
fever. This disease, which still took 


treated and controlled before serious a considerable toll of life 25 years vel 
impairments develop. ago, is now all but eliminated as a low 

Another public health triumph cause of death. In this large insur- itse 
has been the victory scored over the ance experience, there was not a rect 
mortality from pneumonia and in- single death from typhoid fever all the 
fluenza. In the past quarter of a of last year among white men in the amc 
century, the death rate from these age range 20 to 34 years and only tria 
diseases has decreased close to 90 one death at 35 to 44. Moreover, tan 
percent in the age range 20 to 44 _ in the entire population of the coun- 6.9 
years. This remarkable achievement try last year, there were fewer than recc 
is due very largely to the extensive 400 deaths reported from that cause. yea 
use of the sulfa drugs and penicillin -The universal inoculation of men add 
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in military service during the two 
world wars was undoubtedly a con- 
tributing factor to this favorable 
situation. 

Worthy of special note also is 
the large decrease in the death rate 
from the cardiovascular-renal dis- 
eases at the younger adult ages. 
Among white men in this experi- 
ence, the rate from these conditions 
dropped more than one half at ages 
20 to 24 and more than two fifths 
at 25 to 34 years in the past quarter 
century. This improvement resulted 
largely from the increased control 
gained over rheumatic fever and 
syphilis, which diseases are respon- 
sible for most of the deaths from 
the cardiovascular-renal diseases 
among children and young people. 

Cancer (including Hodgkin’s dis- 
ease and the leukemias) is the only 
important disease group to show an 
increase in mortality at ages 20 to 
24 in the period under survey. It is 
probable, however, that much, if not 
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all the increase is spurious and re- 
sults from the more frequent recog- 
nition and the more frequent report- 
ing of these diseases. 

The apparent lack of improve- 
ment in the mortality from accidents 
at ages 20 to 24 reflects the fact 
that the death rate from this cause 
was unusually low in 1922. Never- 
theless, it is true that in general the 
declines in mortality from accidents 
have been much smaller than those 
from most other important causes 
of death. At present, the death rate 
from accidents among white men at 
20 to 24 years in this insurance ex- 
perience is twice the combined death 
rate from tuberculosis, the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases, and cancer. 
There is obviously the need for a 
further intensification of the safety 
program, particularly since many of 
those called for military training 
will encounter greater accident haz- 
ards in the services than they did 
in civilian life. 


1948 May Set New Low Mortality Record 


[ now appears that the death rate 
in 1948, barring untoward de- 
velopments, will be as low as, if not 
lower than the rate in 1947, which 
itself established an all-time low 
record. For the first six months of 
the current year, the death rate 
among the many millions of Indus- 
trial policyholders of the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company was 
6.9 per 1,000, or the same as that 
recorded in the like period of last 
year. The comparison takes on 
added significance in the light of 


the observation that the first half 
of 1947 made a better showing than 
the second half, when compared 
with preceding years. Provisional 
data for the general population of 
the United States, available for the 
first five months of the year, show 
a slightly lower mortality than a 
year ago. 

As is evident from the table on 
page 4, the death rate among in- 
sured white females is lower so far 
this year than last at all age groups 
but two. The largest declines are 
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: = 0 
registered at the main childbearing The death rate from this disease ; 
° . 1 
ages, the reduction at ages 20 to 24 has dropped as much as one fifth in T 
years amounting to more than 22 the past two years, as may be seen ' ; 
. 1a: 
percent. Moreover, where increases from the table on page 11. ' 
% ar r 
were recorded—at ages 5 to 9 and Similarly, the downward trend in 1 
, : A 1 
65 to 74—the rise was small, about the mortality from influenza and q 
two percent. Among white males pneumonia, which has been in evi- a 
the death rate dropped at each age dence for some time, is continuing. de 
group up to 35 years, but above that The death rate of 28.7 per 100,000 tha 
age the rates are higher this year ‘recorded in the January-June period, the 
than last. represents ‘a reduction of almost ( 
New low death rates are in evi- eight percent from the rate a year led; 
dence for no less than eight diseases, ago, and is less than one half that dise 
namely, whooping cough, diphtheria, of a decade ago. whi 
influenza, pneumonia, tuberculosis, The record for the children’s in 1 
syphilis, appendicitis, and diseases diseases is also favorable. As al- last 
of the puerperal state. Tuberculosis ready noted, whooping cough and acct 
showed the greatest improvement, diphtheria established new low death talit 
the death rate declining from 32.3 rates while diarrhea and enteritis, exp 
per 100,000 in the first half of 1947 scarlet fever, and acute poliomye- perc 
to 28.4 per 100,000 in the past six itis are at minimal levels. The re- A 
months, a reduction of 12 percent. cent increase in the incidence of deat 
part 
CrupE DrEatH RaATEs PER 100,000 From Aut, CausEs* WHITE PERSONS, BY SEX AND rate 
AGE PEeriops. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, INDUSTRIAL mor 
PREMIUM-PaAYING BusINESS—WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED om 
First S1tx Monrus oF 1948, 1947, anp 1946 COMPARED ani 
: ’ 
| | — _ of 1 
DeEatH RATES PER 100,000 | ee I 
| ; redu 
AGE PERIOD | | atic 
YEARS White Males | White Females | White Males | White Females ps 
| | | hicle 
| | | | | ] 
1948 1947 1946 1948 1947 | 1946 1947 | 1946 1947 | 1946 moto 
| | 100,¢ 
AgesOto74 | 713.4| 697.2| 728.7] 549.5| 556.1 | 585.2|+ 2.3 |— 2.1 |— 1.2 |— 6.1 1945, 
| were 
Under 5 275.7 | 335.0| 311.6| 224.9| 262.3| 265.2 | —17.7 | —11.5 | —143 | —15.2 per ] 
5to 9 67.4 78.6 80.4 48.8 47.7 57.8 | —14.2 | —16.2 |-+ 2.3 | —15.6 
” 10 to 14 54.3 58.2 65.7 36.8 39.8 45.6 | — 6.7 | —17.4 | — 7.5 | —19.3 
15 to 19 102.5 | 109.1} 138.1 54.7 64.0 66.3 | — 6.0 | —25.8 | —14.5 | —17.5 Th 
20 to 24 139.1 | 144.8) 243.3 76.4 98.5 | 113.5 |— 3.9 | —42.8 | —22.4 | —32.7 Metre 
25 to 34 172.4| 188.2] 238.6) 119.6] 140.0! 157.3 | — 8.4 | —27.7 | —14.6 | —24.0 z 
35 to 44 488.1 | 470.6| 533.3} 271.4] 294.0) 310.1 |+ 3.7 |— 85 |— 7.7 | —12.5 pany 
45 to 54 | 1,232.8 | 1,209.2 | 1,288.0 | 645.0] 671.1} 717.0|+ 2.0 |— 4.3 | — 3.9 | —10.0 catast 
55 to 64 =| 2,810.5 | 2,766.4 | 2,814.4 | 1,579.1 | 1,581.5 | 1,664.1 |+ 16)— 1|— .2|— 51 
65 to 74 | 6,148.1 | 5,852.9 | 6,134.6 | 4,244.7 | 4,174.9 | 4,499.6 |+ 5.0|+ .2|/+ 17|— 57 five o: 
‘ facts 
*Excludes deaths from enemy action. 
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poliomyelitis, confined 
three States—North Carolina, 
Texas, and southern California— 
has not as yet affected the mortality 
rate for the country. This is a 
“measles” year, and both the inci- 
dence and the mortality are higher 
than a year ago. Nevertheless, the 
death rate from measles is still less 
than one per 100,000, and is one of 
the lowest on record. 

On the debit side of the mortality 
ledger are the cardiovascular-renal 
diseases, cancer, and diabetes, all of 
which registered higher crude rates 
in the first half of this year than 
last. Together, these diseases now 
account for 73.2 percent of the mor- 
tality from disease in this insurance 
experience, as compared with 71.9 
percent a year ago. 

Among the external causes of 
death, the record for accidents is 
particularly noteworthy. The death 
rate from this cause has decreased 
more than five percent this year 
from the all-time low of 40.7 per 
100,000 registered in the first half 
of 1947. This improvement reflects 
reductions in mortality from occu- 
pational injuries and motor ve- 
hicle accidents. The death rate from 
motor vehicle accidents is 12.6 per 
100,000. In the four years 1942- 
1945, when wartime restrictions 


were in effect, the average was 13.8 
per 100,000. 





The Statistical Bureau of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany keeps a current record of 
catastrophes — accidents in which 
five or more persons are killed. The 
facts for the first six months, com- 
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largely to 





piled from a variety of sources, are 
here briefly summarized. 

Catastrophes were less frequent 
and took materially fewer lives in 
the general population of the United 
States in the first half of 1948 than 
in the like period of 1947. Slightly 
more than 600 persons were killed 
in such accidents in the first six 
months of 1948, as compared with 
1,500 in the corresponding period 
of last year. Fewer deaths were re- 
corded in the current year for each 
of the principal classes of accidents 
except home fires, floods, and water 
transportation. 

The decline in the death toll so 
far this year was due in part to a 
reduction in the number of catastro- 
phes, but resulted mainly from the 
fact that loss of life in any one acci- 
dent was far below 100, whereas in 
the early months of 1947 there were 
three major incidents, each of which 
claimed more than 100 persons. 
These three alone accounted for 
approximately 850 deaths last year, 
considerably more than the total 
from all such mishaps so far in the 
current year. 

The most serious disaster in the 
first half of 1948 was the Columbia 
River flood. Forty-four persons are 
known dead in this catastrophe, but 
there are still several persons re- 
ported as missing in the flood area. 
The crash of a passenger plane in 
Pennsylvania in June caused 43 
deaths. In mid-March, a tornado 
killed 36 people in Illinois. There 
were two other accidents in the 
January to June period in which 
25 or more were killed; the crash 
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of a chartered plane in California 
in January which caused the loss of 
32 lives, and the swamping of a 


pe Statistical Bureau of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company has computed life tables 
for the white population of the 
United States, by sex, in each State 
and in the several geographic divi- 
sions of the country, based upon the 
mortality experience in 1939-1941. 
These tables, which constitute a val- 
uable public document bearing upon 
the vital statistics of the nation, 
have been published under the aus- 
pices of the National Office of Vital 
Statistics.* 

The present article summarizes 
the results with respect to regions; 
data for the individual States will 
appear in a subsequent issue. The 
upper tier of the table on page 7 
shows, for the geographic divisions 
of the country, the expectation of 
life at birth and at ages 25, 45, and 
65; the lower tier contains the cor- 
responding rates of mortality. These 
life tables are the first ever con- 
structed for geographic divisions on 
the basis of deaths allocated to place 
of legal residence. 

The best record for longevity in 
our eountry is found in the West 
North Central States, where the 
average length of life (expectation 
of life at birth) in 1939-1941 was 
65.23 years for white males and 
69.22 years for white females. At 


*State and Regional Life Tables. 1939-1941. 
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Navy launch off Hampton Roads, 
Va., in May, in which 28 persons 
were killed. 


e 


Longevity Highest in the Midwest 


the other end of the scale are the 
Mountain States, which had the 
least favorable record, the average 
length of life there being 60.98 
years for males and 66.03 years for 
females. The relatively poor ex- 
perience in this area arises mainly 
from the high mortality in the large 
Spanish-speaking population in Ari- 
zona and New Mexico. The differ- 
ence in the average length of life 
between the Mountain and the West 
North Central States was 4.25 years 
for white males and 3.19 years for 
white females. 

At the adult ages, the West North 
Central States continued to hold 
the banner record, but the area of 
poorest showing shifted from the 
Mountain States to the highly in- 
dustrialized northeastern area of 
the country. Thus, at age 45, the 
expectation of life among white men 
was 27.56 years in the West North 
Central States, as compared with 
25.37 years in New England, and 
with only 24.74 years in the Mid- 
dle Atlantic States; among white 
women the corresponding figures 
were 30.23 years, 28.32 years, and 
27.56 years. The Mountain States 
occupied a middle position among 
the geographic divisions with re- 
spect to the expectation of life at 
the adult ages. 


Federal Security Agency, Public Health Service, 


National Office of Vital Statistics. Washington, D. C., 1948. 
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The mortality rates in the lower 
half of the table likewise show 
striking geographic differences. This 
is particularly true for the mortality 
in the first year of life. The best 
record for infant mortality was 
made on the Pacific Coast, where 
the rate in 1939-1941 was 42.08 per 
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1,000 live births among white males 
and 32.85 for white females. In the 
Mountain area, which made the 
poorest record, the corresponding 
figures were fully 50 percent higher. 
On the whole, the infant mortality 
rates in the northern areas of the 
country were not far behind those 





EXPECTATION OF LIFE AND MorTALITy RATE PER 1,000 IN THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS 


OF THE UNITED STATES, 1939-1941. 
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AT BIRTH AND AT AGES 25, 45, AND 65 
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on the Pacific Coast, while the rates 
in the South tended to resemble 
those in the Mountain area. 

In the ages beyond infancy, how- 
ever, the geographic picture changes 
somewhat. For example, at age 25, 
the mortality rates throughout the 
North were lower than the rates in 
any of the western or southern 
areas; the very lowest rates were 
recorded in New England. At age 
45, the West North Central area 
had the best mortality record by a 
considerable margin. 
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The variation in mortality and 
longevity from one area to another 
undoubtedly arises out of a variety 
of factors—differences in the gen- 
eral standard of living, degree of 
industrialization, density of popu- 
lation, adequacy and availability of 
medical and hospital facilities, cli- 
mate, etc. An intensified effort to 
reduce the toll of premature death 
in the less favored areas would tend 
to equalize the mortality through- 
out the country at the level of the 
best areas. 


Increase in Chances of Dying from Chronic Disease 


HE chances of eventually dying 
from chronic disease have in- 
creased strikingly since the begin- 
ning of the century. This develop- 
ment is the result primarily of a 
marked downward trend in the 
death toll from the acute conditions. 
To a lesser extent it reflects also 
that an increasing proportion of the 
population is surviving to the older 
ages, where the probability of dying 
from chronic disease is greatest. 
The facts with respect to the 
growing importance of the chronic 
diseases in the total mortality pic- 
ture are presented graphically in 
Chart 1 on page 9; the data for each 
calendar period except 1901 relate 
to white persons. Somewhat more 
than one half of the children born 
at the turn of the century would 
eventually have died from some 
chronic condition, according to mor- 
tality conditions prevailing at that 
time. By 1920, the corresponding 
chances had increased to nearly two 


in three, and two decades later in- 
creased further to more than three 
in four.. By 1945, the latest year 
for which data are available, the 
ratio had risen to more than four in 
five. Throughout the 4%4 decades, 
the chances of eventually dying 
from chronic disease were greater 
for women than for men. 

The chart shows also the decreas- 
ing probability of dying from acute 
disease. If the mortality conditions 
at the beginning of the century had 
continued unchanged, about one 
third of those born then would 


eventually have died from acute © 


disease. This figure has been stead- 
ily decreasing, and by 1945 the 
chances were less than one in ten. 

To round out the picture, Chart 1 
includes a separate subdivision for 
deaths resulting from _ external 
causes—suicide, homicide, or acci- 
dent. According to mortality condi- 
tions prevailing among white males 
in 1945, the chances of eventually 
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CHART 1 


CHANCES PER THOUSAND (AT BIRTH) OF EVENTUALLY DYING 
FROM CHRONIC DISEASE, ACUTE DISEASE,OR EXTERNAL VIOLENCE 
UNITED STATES, 1901, 1920, 1939-41, 1945 * 








UY 
e 





1901 1920 1939-41 1945 


*All persons in I901; white persons only in later years 


GBB CHRONIC DISEASE [ZZEq]ACUTE DISEASE [777/JEXTERNAL VIOLENCE [___]NOT CLASSIFIED 


FEMALES 








1901 1920 1939-41 1945 


Merropoutan Lire Insurance Company 





dying from acute disease were only 
slightly higher than those from the 
external causes, whereas at the be- 
ginning of the century, the proba- 
bility of dying from acute disease 
was more than four times as high. 
Among white females, in 1901 
the chances of dying from acute 
disease were ten times the chances 
from the external causes; but now 
the ratio is less than two to one. 
Further analysis of the changing 
situation with regard to the chronic 
diseases reveals that individual con- 
ditions within the group show con- 
trasting trends. Tuberculosis is the 
outstanding exception among the 


chronic diseases, in that the chances 
of eventually dying from this cause 
have been greatly reduced in the 
past quarter of a century. This is 
clearly evident from Chart 2 which, 
for contrast, illustrates in addition 
the corresponding facts with respect 
to cancer. Whereas the chances of 
eventual death from cancer or from 
tuberculosis were approximately 
equal for the newborn male of 1920, 
the divergence in the trend of mor- 
tality from these two conditions has 
been so great that by 1945 cancer 
presented a hazard four times as 
great as tuberculosis. Even more 
striking is the contrast for newborn 
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CHART 2 


CONTRASTING CHANCES OF EVENTUALLY DYING FROM CANCER AND TUBERCULOSIS 
UNITED STATES, 1920, 1930, 1939-41 & 1945 
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females. In 1920 their chances of 
eventual death from cancer were 
only 1% those from tuberculosis ; 
by 1945 they were about nine times 
as great. 

The chronic diseases as a group 
have been playing an increasing role 
not only among the causes of death 
but also among the causes of sick- 


ness. These trends will unquestion- 
ably continue for many decades to 
come. It is urgent that those con- 
cerned with the public health—physi- 
cians, hospital superintendents, State 
and local health officers—give great- 
er attention to the increasing needs 
for medical facilities and services by 
patients with chronic disease. 
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CAUSE OF DEATH 


ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS* 





YEAR TO DATE: 
i.ND GF jUNE 











June June 
1948 1947 a8 

1948 | 1947 | 1946 
Ass. Cavete—TOTAL............+++: 610.6 | 634.1 | 691.7 | 694.8 | 747.3 
—Excluding war deaths...) 610.4 | 633.7 | 691.5 694.0 | 726.8 
Eee ee aera 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 
_. |) SSSA RRS ais eer creer arrears 1.0 2 9 J 1.1 
RRM ION 5 S55 ssn oie wpe Ghd sine aS 8 2 sive 1 < ‘2 
WHOODING COUP. 00.5. 605 66s ke te ess 2 6 “4 4 "9 
ee eer eae 2 6 3 4 4 
Poe eee eee 4s 1.8 2.4 41 7.0 
Pneumonia (all forms)............... 18.6 17.2 26.3 27.0 30.6 
Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 26.0 32.1 8 4 32 3 36.2 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 24 09 28.4 25.8 29 1 32.7 
Syphilis....... see e scene eescereces 5.4 5.2 6.8 7 3 78 
Acute poliomyelitis... .. 2... ..6.25.. * 1 1 -_ ‘9 
Cancer (all forms)..........-...+--. 108.1 106.1 112.6 109.7 106 3 
Diabetes MOMs... .. 2.6 incense 21.2 21.2 25.0 24 3 26.4 

Principal chronic cardiovascular-renal 
2 SE peer a 278.8 | 286.8 |.332.4 | 328.1 335.5 
Cerebral hemorrhage.............. 56.7 54.6 62.9 63.3 64.7 

Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
angina pectoris..............--. 69.4 68.4 81.0 939 68.9 
Other chronic heart diseasesf.......| 124.5 129.2 152.8 152.5 161.3 
Chromite REPRFINIS... .... ... 2... ss 28.2 34.6 35.7 38.6 40.6 
Diarrhea and enteritis............... 9 9 3.0 2.9 3.6 2.9 
PANIES oo. 5 see oe Nees ata oe 2.6 2.4 2.6 3.0 3.5 
Puerperal state—total............... 1.9 2.5 24 3.2 3.1 
Suicides. ......... 0... cece ee eee eee 6.7 79 70 6.9 | 7.7 
Homicides.........-....-+seeee eres 20 3.6 3.4 sa 1 39 
Accidents—total.................... 39.3 A4 1 38 6 40.7 46.8 
AGRI RCIA OMNES sce s 5500 is Sw wis 7 < 6.5 10.6 10.6 11.1 
Occupational accidents............ 4.0 4.9 4.3 5.0 46 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 13.7 14.0 12.6 14.1 2s 3 
War deaths (enemy action).......... 9 4 2 8 20.5 
All other causes of death............ 94.3 98 3 98.9 98 6 106.6 



































| 





*The rates for 1948 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 


lives exposed to risk 


+International List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 
Nore—The death rates in this table differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 


Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
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MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY: INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 
WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED 


DEATH RATES PER |000-ANNUAL BASIS (/948 figures are provisional ) 
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68 63 63 5. 
68 6.1 


a 1947 7.2 66 T74 7.2 
1948 7.3 68 17.4 69 





Notre—The death rates in this chart differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 


Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
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